DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
was just a smart crack. It was written in all seriousness, and it is
true. There have been no pogroms in Rumania, but for several
years now Gentiles have been killing each other there in the dis-
pute for and against the Jews. The Rumanians are a gentle-
natured people, averse to violence, and political murder had not
been known in the country for seventy years before these killings
started.
This will show you how bitter are the feelings that have been
aroused. Do not think that they are entirely unreasonable, or
you will fte wrong. In at least three European countries there is,
beyond all dispute, a Jewish problem — in Poland, Hungary and
Rumania. That is to say, in these countries there are too many
Jews and they have too much of the money. Their wealth and
influence in these countries is far, greater than it ever was in
Germany. When the wealth and power of the Jews passes a
certain point — and this nearly always happens in countries where
there is widespread and wretched poverty among the native
population —a bitter and surging resentment begins to form
among the non-Jewish inhabitants which may long be repressed
but must ultimately break through. It is the age-old instin'ct of
self-preservation.
Now, Rumania is to me one of the most interesting countries
in Europe, because here two smashing blows have been dealt
against anti-Semitism; the first blow was felt as a setback and the
second as a deliberate affront by Germany; and the King's com-
panion is Madame Lupescu. This is a situation which, as I think,
is one day likely to produce dramatic consequences.
The first blo^ as I wrote in Insanity Fair, was dealt against
Octavian Goga, the Prime Minister whom King Carol put in
ptfvyer, in response to the rapidly growing strength of the Iron
Guard and the clamant public desire, to introduce moderate
restrictive measures against the Jews,
M. Goga's moderate anti-Semitism was disastrous, as always in
Rumania, to himself. What a Great Power might do, a small
power might not. America, France and England formed a
diplomatic battle-front against Goga.
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